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country in its physical and geological features, its soils, and climatic conditions. 
Then he discusses the questions of land tenure and land values, the various systems 
of farming, the respective advantages and disadvantages of agriculture and stock- 
farming, and devotes a few chapters to the diseases of animals, insects, agricultural 
credit, colonization, native labour, and the Boer. The last third of the book is de- 
voted to the study in detail of farming and grazing in each of the political divisions 
of South Africa. The book is filled with the greatest variety of information for all 
who are especially interested in the important practical questions it treats. The 
map, on a a scale of 80 statute miles to an inch, is excellent for its purposes. 

The Truth about Morocco. By M. Aflalo. xxii and 283 pp. No Index. 
John Lane, New York and London, 1904. (Price, $1.50.) 
Mr. Aflalo, for ten years, held an official position in Morocco under the late Sul- 
tan, and during the Regency, before the present Sultan ascended the throne. His 
unsurpassed opportunities for learning the facts about Morocco entitle his opinions 
on the social and political status of the country to much respect. The purpose of 
his book is to set forth the reasons for his opinion that the recent Anglo-French 
agreement, by which Morocco is practically placed under the full control of France, 
was a great blunder, and that it will be against the interests of the world at large, as 
well as of Morocco, to carry it out. Whether or not his readers agree with him they 
will be glad of the opportunity to read a book in which so many valuable facts relat- 
ing to the political and commercial position of Morocco are so well summarized as in 
this volume. 

The Origin and Growth of the English Colonies and of their System 
of Government. By Hugh Edward Edgerton. viii and 224 pp., 8 
maps, Appendix, and Index. The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1903. 
This is a new edition of the "Introduction to a Historical Geography of the British 
Colonies," written by C. P. Lucas in 1887. The book, however, has not merely 
been edited and revised, but its scope has been enlarged. Speaking generally, the 
author affirms that a number of the European States became colonial powers, not 
with any conscious aim of acquiring possessions, but, as it were, by accident. They 
were seeking to open new trade routes, and thereby to develop commerce, and 
"found in the East that trade with uncivilized natives was too precarious to be pro- 
fitable, unless it could depend upon bases possessed by the European Power, which 
should protect the trader ; while in the West the new worltl, opened out by Colum- 
bus, proved a sufficient end in itself. " The volume not only presents a study of the 
rise and progress of the British Colonial Empire, but precedes it with a lucid and 
detailed account of the manner in which the system of colonial government in gene- 
ral was developed in the course of three centuries. 

The Penetration of Arabia. A Record of the Development of 
Western Knowledge concerning the Arabian Peninsula. By 
David George Hogarth, xiii and 359 pp., 30 Pictures, 22 Maps and 
Plans, and Index. Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York, 1904. 

This volume is one of the excellent series giving "The Story of Exploration." 
It is not only a history of the exploration of Arabia, with critical judgment as to the 
value of each explorer's contribution, but also a summary of the whole work up to 
this time. Arabia is not yet entirely visible to Western eyes, but the main features 
of the interior, as well as the coast-lines, are now understood ; and, in the author's 



